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Christopher Bonanos 
 

FLASH 
The Making of Weegee the Famous 

 

Publication: June 2018          Manuscript available 
Editor: Michael Signorelli 
 

Arthur Fellig’s ability to arrive at a crime scene mere moments after 
law enforcement was so uncanny that he became known as 
“Weegee,” after the Ouija board. Weegee documented better than 
any other photographer the crime, grit, and desperation of mid-
century New York City. In Flash, we get a portrait not simply of the 
man (both deeply talented and flawed, whose masterful eye for 
capturing violence and sex intimated his own predilections) but also 
of the fascinating time and place that he occupied. 

From self-taught immigrant kid to celebrity photographer to his late, 
hedonistic days—moving between the dark, dangerous streets of 
New York City, the glitzy and emptied out celebrity culture of Los 
Angeles, and the East Coast during the morally liberated days of the 
Sixties—Weegee lived a life just as worthy of documentation as the 
scenes he captured. Now, with Flash, we have the first definitive 
biography of the man known now as an innovator and a pioneer, an 
artist whose photographs still stand as some of the most masterful 
crime photos ever taken.  

 

Christopher Bonanos is a senior editor at New York magazine, where he covers arts and culture. He 
is the author previously of Instant: The Story of Polaroid. He lives in New York City. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: ICM 
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Charles J. Chaput 
 

STRANGERS IN A STRANGE LAND 
Living the Christian Faith in a Post-Christian World 

 

Publication: February 2017              Finished copies available 
Editor: Serena Jones 
 

From the author of Living in the Catholic Faith and Render Unto Caesar 
comes a fresh, urgent treatise on the state of Catholicism and 
Christianity in the United States. America in 2016 is different in 
kind, not just in degree, from the past.  And this no longer can be 
reversed.  The reasons include – but aren’t limited to – economic 
changes that widen the gulf between rich and poor, problems in the 
content and execution of the education system; the decline of 
traditional religious belief among young people; the shift from 
organized religion among adults to unbelief or individualized 
spiritualities; changes in legal theory and erosion in respect for civil 
and natural law; immigration (a very good thing, but with broad 
cultural consequences); federal power encroaching on religious 
rights; alienation of the leadership classes; and the decline of the 
sustaining sense of family and community. 
 

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., was named 
Archbishop of Philadelphia in 2011 by Pope Benedict XVI. As a 
member of the Prairie Band Potawatomi Tribe, he was the second 

Native American to be ordained a bishop in the United States and is the first Native American 
archbishop. Chaput is the author of two books—Living the Catholic Faith: Rediscovering the Basics and 
Render Unto Caesar: Serving the Nation by Living Our Catholic Beliefs in Political Life as well as numerous 
articles and public talks. 

 

 

“Erudite and eloquent...his book should be read by serious-minded people of whatever religious, 
partisan or intellectual inclination.” —The Wall Street Journal 

“Chaput is an erudite writer, and his work includes a wide array of quotations and allusions. His 
observations on Western culture are keen, and while secular-minded readers will find plenty to argue 

with, his writing will appeal to a wide Christian audience. An optimistic account of the church's 
future in the midst of a secular age.” —Kirkus Reviews 

 
“Well documented, with citations to a wide variety of sources in such areas as literature, philosophy, 
theology and politics, this book will appeal to traditionally oriented Catholics.” —Library Journal  

 

 
 

 

 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: Slovak/Postoj, Spanish/Ediciones Palabra
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J.D. & Kate Dobson 
 

HOTTEST HEADS OF STATE 
Volume One: The American Presidents 

 
 

Publication: January 2018              Finished copies available 
Editor: Serena Jones 
 

Is there anything hotter than former U.S. presidents? Obviously, 
there is not. And yet, until now, there was no way to learn about 
these handsome and mysterious men that is funny, educational, and 
includes thoughtful analysis of which ones would make good 
boyfriends. Thankfully, HOTTEST HEADS OF STATE fills 
this void.  

Get to know each president intimately with an individual profile 
outlining his particular charms (or, in some cases, “charms”). Plus, 
inside you’ll find games, including “Match the Mistress to her 
POTUS” and quizzes like “Which President has a Secret Crush on 
You?” and “Can You Cover Up Watergate?” 

J. D. and Kate Dobson’s wickedly smart and refreshingly bipartisan 
debut is a spot-on parody of a teen magazine featuring such unlikely 
heartthrobs as Richard Nixon and William H. Taft.  In the end, 

you’ll learn centuries’ worth of cocktail party-worthy trivia, and you’ll be slightly more prepared to take 
the AP U.S. History exam. You’ll also start tingling whenever you hear the name Herbert Hoover. 

 

Kate Dobson is a former assistant comics editor for the Washington Post and head writer for Brown 
University’s humor magazine. When she's not writing, she enjoys serving food to her small children 
and, later, vacuuming that same food up off the floor. 
 
J.D. Dobson is a former U.S. Senate staffer, federal lobbyist, and crisis communications consultant. 
Now he makes candles that smell like politicians and hopes for the best. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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 Benjamin Carter Hett 
 

 

THE DEATH OF DEMOCRACY 
Hitler's Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar 

Republic 
 

Publication: April 2018               Finished copies available 
Editor: Paul Golob           

Why did democracy fall apart so quickly and completely in Germany in 
the 1930s? How did a democratic government allow Adolf Hitler to 
seize power? In a dramatic narrative, Benjamin Carter Hett answers 
these questions, and the story he tells has disturbing resonances for our 
own time. 
 

To say that Hitler was elected is too simple. From the late 1920s, the 
Weimar Republic’s very political success sparked insurgencies against it, 
of which the most dangerous was the populist anti-globalization 
movement led by Hitler. But as Hett shows, Hitler would never have 
come to power if Germany’s leading politicians had not tried to coopt 
him, a strategy that backed them into a corner from which the only way 
out was to bring the Nazis in. Hett lays bare the misguided confidence 
of conservative politicians who believed that Hitler and his followers 
would willingly support them, not recognizing that their efforts to use 
the Nazis actually played into Hitler’s hands. They had willingly given 
him the tools to turn Germany into a vicious dictatorship. 
 

One of America’s leading scholars of twentieth-century Germany, 
Benjamin Carter Hett is a gifted storyteller whose portraits of these feckless politicians show how fragile 
democracy can be when those in power do not respect it. He offers a powerful lesson for today, when 
democracy once again finds itself embattled and the siren song of strongmen sounds ever louder. 
 

Benjamin Carter Hett is the author of Burning the Reichstag, Crossing Hitler, and Death in the Tiergarten. He is 
a professor of history at Hunter College and the Graduate Center of the City University of New York, and 
holds a Ph.D. in history from Harvard University and a law degree from the University of Toronto. Born 
in Rochester, New York, he grew up in Edmonton, Alberta, and now lives in New York City. 
 
 

“How did Adolf Hitler, an obvious extremist, con a nation into backing him? This historical essay answers 
the question, to often unsettling effect…A provocative, urgent history with significant lessons for today.” 

—Kirkus Reviews 

 

“A brilliant account of the twentieth century’s great political catastrophe: the Nazi capture of power. Full 
of arresting images and ideas, this gripping new book charts the rise and fall of the first German republic, 
and the unlikely victory of Adolf Hitler. A timely reminder of the fragility of democracy and the dangers 
of extreme nationalism.” —Nikolaus Wachsmann, author of KL: A History of the Nazi Concentration Camps 

 

“The story of how Germany turned from democracy to dictatorship in the fifteen years following World 
War I is not a simple one. But the moral lessons are exceptionally clear. Benjamin Carter Hett honors that 

complexity in this account while never straying from the path of moral clarity. An outstanding 

accomplishment.” —Rick Perlstein, author of Nixonland and The Invisible Bridge 
 
 

British: Heinemann (Random House) 
Canadian: Allen Lane 

Translation: Henry Holt 
Rights sold: Dutch/Balans, Finnish/WSOY  
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David Itzkoff 
 

ROBIN 
A Biography 

 

Publication: May 2018          Manuscript available 
Editor: Paul Golob                   
 

From his rapid-fire stand-up comedy riffs to his breakout role in 
Mork & Mindy and his Academy Award-winning performance in 
Good Will Hunting, Robin Williams was a singularly innovative and 
beloved entertainer. He often came across as a man possessed, 
holding forth on culture and politics while mixing in personal 
revelations – all with mercurial, tongue-twisting intensity as he 
inhabited and shed one character after another with lightning speed.  

 

But as Dave Itzkoff shows in this revelatory biography, Williams’s 
comic brilliance masked a deep well of conflicting emotions and self-
doubt, which he drew upon in his comedy and in celebrated films 
like Dead Poets Society; Good Morning, Vietnam; The Fisher King; Aladdin; 
and Mrs. Doubtfire, where he showcased his limitless gift for 
improvisation to bring to life a wide range of characters. And in Good 
Will Hunting he gave an intense and controlled performance that 
revealed the true range of his talent. 

 

Itzkoff also shows how Williams struggled mightily with addiction 
and depression – topics he discussed openly while performing and during interviews – and with a 
debilitating condition at the end of his life that affected him in ways his fans never knew. Drawing on 
more than a hundred original interviews with family, friends, and colleagues, as well as extensive 
archival research, ROBIN is a fresh and original look at a man whose work touched so many lives. 
 

Dave Itzkoff is the author of Mad As Hell : The Making of Network and the Fateful Vision of the Angriest 
Man in Movies (Henry Holt, 2014), and is a culture reporter at The New York Times, where he writes 
regularly about film, television, theater, and all forms of art and popular culture. He is a lead contributor 
to the newspaper’s ArtsBeat blog. He has previously worked at Spin, Maxim, and Details, and his work 
has appeared in GQ, Vanity Fair, Wired, and other publications. He is the author of two previous books, 
Cocaine’s Son and Lads. He lives in New York City. 
 

“This well-written page-turner is the definitive biography of the genius of Robin Williams, whose 
life redefines the highs and lows of the American dream.” —Steve Martin 

 
“In Robin, Dave Itzkoff manages to straddle the man and the myth of Robin Williams, all the while 

helping us see why we fell in love with both. He has written a book about the truth and pain that lies 
in comedy, and the price paid by a sensitive soul.”—Amy Poehler 

 
“This is the complete portrait of Robin Williams, from the boyhood inception of his genius to the 

complexity of his death. Williams may well be one of those people who are impossible to fully 
understand, but this book is as close as anyone will ever come.”—Chuck Klosterman, author of But 

What If We’re Wrong?        
                                                                                                                                                  

British: Macmillan UK 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: Italian/Mondadori, Polish/Agora, Romanian/SC Publica Com SRL  
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Austen Ivereigh  
 

A TIME FOR MERCY: 
The Tension of Pope Francis’s Continuing Reform 

 
Publication: March 2019             Manuscript available August 2018 
Editor: Serena Jones              

 

A TIME FOR MERCY is the authoritative inside story of the far-reaching changes in the Catholic 
Church under history’s first New World pope, and the tensions and conflicts it provokes in the world’s 
oldest institution and its largest religious denomination. Above all, it is a portrait of the man at the 
heart of this revolution, an iconic leader who has become a moral reference point for a world in crisis.  

There has until now been little insight into the papacy’s inner workings. A number of journalists have 
packaged the fast-moving changes in narrative accounts, yet few have managed to more than glimpse 
the heart, or vision, at the center of the Francis pontificate. In part, this reflects Francis’s own modus 
operandi. Working with a tight-knit group of advisers, and putting little trust in a Vatican bureaucracy 
he doggedly continues to reform, Francis commands a famously secretive operation impossible for 
outsiders to penetrate – until now.  

Austen Ivereigh, the Pope’s authoritative biographer, has drawn on hours of interviews with some of 
Francis’s closest collaborators, as well as a large number of the most influential leaders of the Catholic 
Church across the world, to paint an unprecedented picture of the papacy’s inner workings.  Moving 
deftly between intimate accounts of the inner workings of Team Francis, the past experiences and 
writings of Jorge Mario Bergoglio, and a long-lens historical view of the tectonic shifts in the Church 
which the Francis papacy has let loose, A TIME FOR MERCY examines and evaluates the different 
forces and pressures at work, and asks the question on everyone's lips: can he succeed? 

Austen Ivereigh is a British writer, journalist, and commentator on religious and political affairs who 
holds a PhD from Oxford University. His previous books include The Great Reformer, Unfinished Journey: 
The Church 40 Years After Vatican 2, and A Time for Mercy. His work appears regularly in the Jesuit 
magazine America and in many other periodicals. He is well known on British media, especially on the 
BBC, Sky, ITV and Al-Jazeera, as a Catholic commentator. 

 

Praise for THE GREAT REFORMER: FRANCIS AND THE MAKING OF A RADICAL POPE: 
 

“Ivereigh has written the best available chronicle of the formative events in the life and thinking of 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio and demonstrates how his call for a ‘Church in permanent mission' extends 

and deepens the ‘New Evangelization’ proclaimed by St. John Paul II.”  
—George Weigel, author of Evangelical Catholicism 

 

“Well written, full of information; this is the best biography of Pope Francis to date.”  
—Thomas Reese, Senior Analyst, National Catholic Reporter and author of Inside the Vatican: The 

Politics and Organization of the Catholic Church 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
  Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: French/Editions de L’Emmanuel 
 
 

Rights sold, THE GREAT REFORMER: ANZ/Allen & Unwin, British/Atlantic Books, 
Chinese (Complex)/CNHK Publications Ltd., Czech/Triton Publishing, Finnish/Kirjapaja, 

French/Editions de L’Emmanuel, Italian/Mondadori, Japanese/Akashi Shoten Ltd., 
Polish/Wydawnictwo Niecałe, Portuguese (in Portugal)/Vogais & Companhia, 

Spanish/Ediciones B 
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Matthew McGough 
 

THE LAZARUS FILES 
A Cold Case Investigation 

 
Publication: March 2019     Manuscript available May 2018 
Editor: Serena Jones 
 

In the summer of 1986, the body of thirty-year-old Sherri 
Rasmussen was found in her condo in Southern California after 
what appeared to be a furious struggle. Rasmussen, a Director of 
Nursing at a local hospital, had been married just eight months to 
her husband, whom she’d met two years earlier. LAPD detectives 
dismissed the murder as a burglary and filed it as a cold case.  
 

Twenty-three years later, thanks to the emergence of both DNA 
testing and an LA cold case unit, an intrepid lab worker discovered 
that the DNA of the perpetrator at the crime scene belonged to a 
woman, and investigators determined the killer to be none other 
than an art theft investigator and respected detective in the LAPD—
Stephanie Lazarus. McGough, obsessed and consumed by this case 
for years, reconstructs the full trajectory of the crime in a thrilling, 
fast-paced whodunit—and even raises the possibility of a cover-up 
within the highest levels of the LAPD. 
 

Matthew McGough’s nonfiction writing has been published in The Atlantic, The New York Times, The 
Los Angeles Times, The Boston Globe, and Slate. His acclaimed memoir Bat Boy: Coming of Age with the New 
York Yankees was the basis of “Clubhouse”, a primetime TV series on CBS. McGough’s spoken word 
performance about his first day with the Yankees was selected to lead off the pilot episode of “The 
Moth Radio Hour”. McGough served as both a legal consultant and writer for NBC’s Law & Order 
and lives in Los Angeles with his wife and their two children. 

 
 

Praise for BAT BOY: 
 

“A terrific memoir, combining an endearing coming-of-age story with a unique window on the inner 
world of baseball.  It is warm, witty, shrewd, and entertaining from start to finish.”  

—Doris Kearns Goodwin 
 

“A remarkable memoir of a boy among men playing a boy’s game. At turns wistful and hilarious, the 
book lyrically captures the complexities not of dreams broken, but of dreams fulfilled.”  

—Gay Talese 
 

 
 
  

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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Souad Mekhennet 

I WAS TOLD TO COME ALONE 
My Journey Behind the Lines of Jihad 

 
 

A Washington Post Best Seller 
 

Publication: June 2017              Finished copies available 
Editor: Paul Golob    
 

For her whole life, Souad Mekhennet, a reporter for The Washington Post 
who was born and educated in Germany, has had to balance the two 
sides of her upbringing – Muslim and Western. She has also sought to 
provide a mediating voice between these cultures, which too often 
misunderstand each other. 
 

In this compelling and evocative memoir, we accompany Mekhennet as 
she journeys behind the lines of jihad, starting in the German 
neighborhoods where the 9/11 plotters were radicalized and the Iraqi 
neighborhoods where Sunnis and Shia turned against one another, and 
culminating on the Turkish/Syrian border region where ISIS is a daily 
presence. She documents her chilling run-ins with various intelligence 
services and shows why the Arab Spring never lived up to its promise. 
She then returns to Europe, first in London, where she uncovers the 
identity of the notorious ISIS executioner “Jihadi John,” and then in 
France, Belgium, and her native Germany, where terror has come to the 
heart of Western civilization. 
 

Mekhennet’s background gives her unique access to some of the world’s 
most wanted men, who refuse to speak to Western journalists. Though unafraid to face personal danger to 
contact individuals in the inner circles of Al Qaeda, the Taliban, ISIS, and affiliates; when she is told to 
come alone to an interview, she never knows what awaits at her destination.  
 

Souad is an ideal guide to introduce us to the human beings behind the ominous headlines, as she shares 
her transformative journey with us. Hers is a story you will not soon forget. 
 

Souad Mekhennet is a correspondent for The Washington Post’s national security desk, and she has reported 
on terrorism for The New York Times, The International Herald Tribune, and NPR. She is the co-author of The 
Eternal Nazi, Children of Jihad, and Islam. She is a visiting fellow at the Weatherhead Center for International 
Policy at Harvard, the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, and the Geneva Center 
for Security Policy. 
 
 

“An enthralling and sometimes shocking blend of reportage and memoir from the centers of jihadi networks in 
the Middle East and North Africa . . . Mekhennet has a singular perspective on the modern crisis of terrorist 

violence, intimate and constantly questioning.” —The New Yorker 
 

“A work of significant merit . . . One could hardly imagine a more suited writer . . . [Mekhennet] is, first and 
foremost, a brave, resourceful, canny and tireless reporter.” —The Washington Post 

 

“Much more than a book of journalism . . . it is a remarkable record of a Muslim woman struggling to 
understand those who kill in the name of her religion, and to explain their actions to the uncomprehending 
Western world to which she belongs . . . There is much wisdom in her observations.” —The Economist 

 
 

British: Virago (Little, Brown) | Translation: Henry Holt | German: Beck 
Rights sold: Arabic/Rewayat, Chinese (Complex)/Commercial Press, Czech/NLN, 

Dutch/Nieuw Amsterdam, Estonian/Sinisukk Publishing House, French/City Editions, 
Hungarian/HVG Könyvek, Italian/Brioschi Editore, Norwegian/Spartacus Forlag, 

Russian/AST Publishers, Swedish/Norstedts, Turkish/Epsilon Yayinevi 
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Jonathan Mooney 
 

WHO NEEDS NORMAL?  
How to Live, Learn, and Thrive Outside the Lines 

 

Publication: January 2019                Proposal available 
Editor: Libby Burton      Manuscript available July 2018 
 

Blending anecdotes, expertise and memoir, WHO NEEDS NORMAL? HOW TO LIVE, LEARN, 
AND THRIVE OUTSIDE THE LINES explores the toll that having a neurological or physical 
disability takes on kids when they’re trapped in environments that label them, shame them, and tell 
them, even in subtle ways, that they are the problem. Mooney knows firsthand just how badly the 
system is rigged against those who aren’t considered ‘normal’—he lived it himself—but his journey is 
also full of realizations that saved his life and fundamentally changed his outlook on himself and others. 
Thanks to those experiences, he figured out how to thrive. He has been inspiring kids and parents with 
his story and his message for seventeen years, on the road like a barnstorming preacher with an 
irresistible message. Now he’s ready to give that wisdom out to a wider world in a book that is as much 
a survival guide as it is a manifesto and a call to action. Funny, incisive, and above all inspiring, WHO 
NEEDS NORMAL? urges all of us to stop trying to fix ourselves or those we love and focus on 
fighting discrimination and empowering everyone to succeed. 
  
Jonathan Mooney graduated from Brown University with an honors degree in English. A recipient 
of the Truman Fellowship for graduate study in creative writing and disability studies, his work has 
been featured in The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, The Chicago Tribune, USA Today, HBO, NPR, 
ABC News, New York Magazine, The Washington Post, and The Boston Globe, and he continues to speak 
across the nation about neurological and physical diversity, inspiring those who live with differences 
and advocating for change. His previous book, The Short Bus, has sold over 80,000 copies to date, and 
his first book, Learning Outside the Lines, has sold over 100,000 copies and is in its 29th printing. 
 
 

Praise for THE SHORT BUS: 
 

“There can be no question, after [Mooney] is done with his tour—that abandoning this fear [of the 
other] is a mind and heart-stretching exercise. The kids are unforgettable . . . What makes this 

journey so inspiring is Mooney's transcendent humor; the self he has become does not turn away 
from old pain but can laugh at it, make fun of it, make it into something beautiful.” 

—Los Angeles Times 
 

“Mooney uses self-deprecating humor to diffuse anything that smacks of a pity party. Most 
important, he celebrates the immense diversity of human minds, reminding us that there is much to 

be learned from those who make their home somewhere beyond ‘normal.’” 
—Newsday 

 
 

 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold, THE SHORT BUS: Korean/Bookie Publishing House 
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Pamela Paul 
 

MY LIFE WITH BOB 
Flawed Heroine Keeps Books of Books, Plot Ensues 

 

Publication: May 2017                      Finished copies available  
Editor: Paul Golob 
 

 
 

 Pamela Paul has kept a single book by her side for twenty-eight years 
– carried throughout high school and college, hauled from Paris to 
London to Thailand, from job to job, safely packed away and then 
carefully removed from apartment to house to its current perch on a 
shelf over her desk – reliable if frayed, anonymous-looking yet deeply 
personal. This book has a name: Bob. 

Bob is Paul’s Book of Books, a journal that records every book she’s 
ever read, from Sweet Valley High to Anna Karenina, from Catch-22 to 
Swimming to Cambodia, a journey in reading that reflects her inner life – 
her fantasies and hopes, her mistakes and missteps, her dreams and 
her ideas, both half-baked and wholehearted. Her life, in turn, 
influences the books she chooses, whether for solace or escape, 
information or sheer entertainment.  

But MY LIFE WITH BOB isn’t really about those books. It’s about 
the deep and powerful relationship between book and reader. It’s 

about the way books provide each of us the perspective, courage, companionship, and imperfect self-
knowledge to forge our own path. It’s about why we read what we read and how those choices make 
us who we are. It’s about how we make our own stories. 

Pamela Paul is the editor of The New York Times Book Review, and the author of Parenting Inc., Pornified, 
and The Starter Marriage and the Future of Matrimony. Prior to joining the Times, Paul was a contributor to 
Time magazine, The Economist, The Atlantic, The Washington Post, Vogue, and Psychology Today.  

 
“Bob becomes a memory keeper, not so much of the books . . . as of the personal associations they 

hold for her, such as the place where she read them or the people she was with at the time. Paul 
approaches books with tenderness, desire, insecurity, and, always, ambition.” 

―The New Yorker 
 

“[Pamela Paul] is reflective, open and at times achingly funny. My Life with Bob is the book that she 
was put on this Earth to write.”  

―The Economist 
 

“An engaging and . . . funny memoir . . . a delightfully gushing love letter to books ― books as a 
medium that can connect us, transport us and transform us.” 

―The Washington Post 
 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: Chinese (Simplified)/Shanghai Insight Media, Co., Ltd. 
 

Rights sold, BY THE BOOK:  Chinese (Simplified)/Shanghai Insight Media, Co., Ltd., 
Korean/Munhakdongne 
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Todd S. Purdum 

 

SOMETHING WONDERFUL 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's Broadway Revolution 

 

Publication: April 2018                Finished books available 
Editor: Paul Golob    
 

They stand at the apex of the great age of songwriting, the creators 
of the classic Broadway musicals Oklahoma!, Carousel, South Pacific, The 
King and I, and The Sound of Music, whose songs have never lost their 
popularity or emotional power. Even before they joined forces, 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II had written dozens of 
Broadway shows, but together they pioneered a new art form: the 
serious musical play. Their songs and dance numbers served to 
advance the drama and reveal character, a sharp break from the past 
and the template on which all future musicals would be built. 

 

Though different in personality and often emotionally distant from 
each other, Rodgers and Hammerstein presented an unbroken front 
to the world and forged much more than a songwriting team; their 
partnership was also one of the most profitable and powerful 
entertainment businesses of their era. They were cultural 
powerhouses whose work came to define postwar America on stage, 
screen, television, and radio. But they also had their failures and 
flops, and more than once they feared they had lost their touch. 

 

Todd S. Purdum’s portrait of these two men, their creative process, and their groundbreaking 
innovations will captivate lovers of musical theater, lovers of the classic American songbook, and lovers 
in general. He shows that what Rodgers and Hammerstein wrought was truly something wonderful. 
 
Todd Purdum is the author of An Idea Whose Time Has Come and A Time of Our Choosing. He is a 
contributing editor at Vanity Fair and a senior writer at Politico, having previously worked at The New 
York Times for more than twenty years, where he served as White House correspondent, diplomatic 
correspondent, and Los Angeles bureau chief. A graduate of Princeton University, he lives in Los 
Angeles with his wife, Dee Dee Myers, and their two children, Kate and Stephen. 

 
“Joyous, brisk, and gossipy . . . An exuberant celebration of musical genius.” —Kirkus Reviews 

 
“Purdum’s anecdote-filled account is a sterling primer on the influential duo, both for newcomers to 

their work and to those looking to rekindle an old flame.” —Publishers Weekly 
 

“A scrupulously researched and infinitely fascinating history of the collaboration of Rodgers & 
Hammerstein—two giants who propelled the musical theater to uncharted heights. Todd Purdum 

acknowledges the contribution of directors, orchestrators, composers of incidental music, designers, 
and performers who helped produce the seamless integration that influenced those of us who were 
their disciples. His book is a fair-minded appreciation of these gods but acknowledges that they had 
feet of clay. It is an impressive addition to the literature celebrating the American musical theater.” 

—Harold Prince 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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Jeffrey Rosen 
 

WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT 
The American Presidents Series 

The 27th President, 1909-1913 
 
Publication: March 2018               Finished books available 
Editor: Paul Golob                   
 

William Howard Taft never wanted to be president and yearned 
instead to serve as chief justice of the United States. But despite 
his ambivalence about politics, the former federal judge found 
success in the executive branch as governor of the Philippines and 
secretary of war, and he won a resounding victory in the 
presidential election of 1908 as Theodore Roosevelt’s handpicked 
successor. 
 
 

In this provocative assessment, Jeffrey Rosen reveals Taft’s 
crucial role in shaping how America balances populism against 
the rule of law. Taft approached each decision as president by 
asking whether it comported with the Constitution, seeking to put 
Roosevelt’s activist executive orders on firm legal grounds. But 
unlike Roosevelt, who thought the president could do anything 
the Constitution didn’t forbid, Taft insisted he could do only what 
the Constitution explicitly allowed. This led to a dramatic breach 
with Roosevelt in the historic election of 1912, which Taft viewed 
as a crusade to defend the Constitution against the demagogic 
populism of Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson. 

 
 

Nine years later, Taft achieved his lifelong dream when President Warren Harding appointed him chief 
justice, and during his years on the Court he promoted consensus among the justices and transformed 
the judiciary into a modern, fully equal branch. Though he had chafed in the White House as a judicial 
president, he thrived as a presidential chief justice. 
 
 
 

Jeffrey Rosen is the author of five books, most recently Louis D. Brandeis: American Prophet. He is the 
president and CEO of the National Constitution Center, a law professor at George Washington 
University, and a contributing editor for The Atlantic. He was previously the legal affairs editor of The 
New Republic and a staff writer for The New Yorker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                              British: Henry Holt 

Translation: Henry Holt 
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Carl Safina 
 

  NURTURE IN NATURE 
 

A New York Times bestselling author 
 

Publication: August 2019                       Proposal available 
Editor: Jack Macrae 
 

In the follow-up to his bestselling Beyond Words, Carl Safina explores culture: what we learn from others 
that others can learn from us: Bird dialects, whale songs, whale and dolphin community coda sequences 
and signature whistles, parrots’ names for themselves, various tool-making and socially learned hunting 
techniques are aspects of non-human cultures that animals learn from their peers. Some researchers 
believe that the hallmarks of human culture involve rituals and ethnic markers and ethics that are wholly 
lacking in other species. Others argue that these things indeed exist in some non-human societies such 
as killer whales. 
 
NURTURE IN NATURE follows a similar course to Beyond Words, in which Safina explores in 
particular whether animals can learn culture. It's the age-old nature vs. nurture question that we explore 
in humans, but Safina shifts it to animals. The book details how animals must learn their cultures, how 
to be who they are, social norms, and etiquette, and delves deep into the real lives of other animals. 
 

Carl Safina is the author of six books, including Beyond Words: How Animals Think and Feel, Song for the 
Blue Ocean, which was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year, and The View from Lazy Point. He is 
founding president of Blue Ocean Institute at Stony Brook University, where he also co-chairs the 
University's Center for Communicating Science.  
 

Praise for BEYOND WORDS: 
“Gloriously written . . . [it] will have a deep impact on many readers, for it elevates our relationships 

with animals to a higher plane . . . Along with Darwin’s Origin and Richard Dawkins’s Selfish Gene, 
Beyond Words marks a major milestone in our evolving understanding of our place in nature. Indeed it 

has the potential to change our relationship with the national world.” 
—New York Review of Books 

 
“Dr. Safina is a terrific writer, majestic and puckish in equal measure, with a contagious 

enthusiasm…Dr. Safina draws out haunting resonances between animal lives and our own . . . [it] 
carries pleasing echoes of the poet Gary Snyder . . . Captivating.” 

—Gregory Cowles, The New York Times (Science) 
 

“Once in a long while, a book is published that felicitously combines lambent writing with dazzling 
facts, while also illuminating our knowledge of significant and engaging subjects. Beyond Words by Carl 

Safina, a scientist who has won a MacArthur Fellowship and a Lannan Literary Award, is one of 
these exemplary books.” —Susan Sheehan, The Washington Post 

 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

 

Rights sold, BEYOND WORDS: British/Souvenir Press, Chinese (Simplified)/Tsinghua 
University Press Ltd., French/La Librairie Vuibert, German/C.H. Beck, Italian/Adelphi, 

Korean/Dolbegae Publishers, Lithuanian/Tyto Alba, Polish/Krytyka Politycyzna, Portuguese (in 
Portugal)/Relogio D’Agua Editores, Romanian/Seneca, Russian/Azbooka, Spanish/Galaxia 

Gutenberg  
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Mike Stanton 

 

UNBEATEN 
Rocky Marciano’s Fight for Perfection in a Crooked World 

 
Publication: June 2018                  Galleys available  
Editor: Paul Golob    
 

Undersized for a heavyweight, with short arms and stubby legs, 
Rocky Marciano accomplished a feat that eluded legendary 
champions like Joe Louis, Jack Dempsey, Muhammad Ali, and Mike 
Tyson: he never lost a professional fight. When he retired in 1956, 
his record was a perfect 49-0. 

 

An Italian immigrant son who feared a life in the factory, Marciano 
came off the canvas to win the title in a bloody and epic battle, and 
overcame injury and doubt to rule boxing when it was one of 
America’s most popular – and corrupt – sports. He packed a 
devastating punch with an innocent nickname, “Suzie Q,” and knew 
presidents, movie stars and Mafia bosses. He also grew disillusioned 
by the way organized crime dominated the sport. He “stood out in 
boxing like a rose in a garbage dump,” one sportswriter said. But he 
also fought his own private demons. 

 

In the hands of bestselling author Mike Stanton, Rocky’s biography 
is more than just a boxing story – it’s a classic American tale of  

immigrant dreams, exceptional talent wedded to exceptional ambitions, compromises in the service of 
a greater good, astounding success, disillusionment, and a quest to discover what it all meant. 
 

UNBEATEN is the story of a remarkable champion, a sport that was rotten at its core, and a country 
that may have expected too much from its heroes. Like Suzie Q, it will knock you off your feet. 
 

Mike Stanton was a sports writer and Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter for The Providence 
Journal for 28 years. His first book, The Prince of Providence: The True Story of Buddy Cianci, America’s Most 
Notorious Mayor, Some Wiseguys, and the Feds (Random House, 2003), was a New York Times Bestseller [as 
well as a Wall Street Journal and National Bestseller], received terrific reviews, went through eight 
printings, netted over 80,000 copies, with film rights optioned by Michael Corrente, who is developing 
a feature based on David Mamet's screenplay adaptation of the book. Stanton is currently an associate 
professor of journalism at the University of Connecticut. His work has been published in The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, The Boston Globe, Columbia Journalism Review, and Sports Illustrated. He 
has appeared on CNN, CBS Sunday Morning and the PBS NewsHour, among other media outlets. 
 
“Unbeaten is one of the best sports books I’ve read in years. It’s an irresistible story told with beautiful 

writing and a keen eye for detail. Like Rocky Marciano, this book hits hard and won’t be easily put 
down.” ―Jonathan Eig, author of Ali: A Life 

“This is a story that has waited a long time to be told this well, by a gifted writer and reporter like 
Mike Stanton.”  ―Mike Lupica, columnist, New York Daily News 

 
 

British: Pan Macmillan UK 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: Japanese/Hayakawa 
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John Tayman 

 

THE WANTED 
 
 

Publication: November 2019                Proposal available 
Editor: Gillian Blake 
 

The FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitive list is something that every American knows about, and yet no 
one knows the story behind it. After reading an article about the suicide of a man who’d been on the 
list, John Tayman went looking for a book on its history. Shocked to find there was none, he decided 
to write it himself. 
 
 

In THE WANTED, Tayman will give readers the ultimate true crime story, taking them into the 
fascinating world of the FBI, its manhunters, and America’s most wanted fugitives, as he charts the 
dynamic history and evolution of The Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list. In its seven decade history, the 
list grew into a powerful crime fighting tool for the FBI, something that not only led to the capture of 
hundreds of fugitives but also redefined enforcement priorities and popular opinion of the bureau. 
Tayman will use seven crime stories to tell the history, and each of the seven episodes is an exciting 
story in its own right, full of satisfying detective work; deep psychological insight into the criminal 
mind; and thrilling fugitive chases involving adolescent amateur sleuths, dramatic plastic surgery, and 
the manhunt for William Bradford Bishop Jr., which has lasted more than 40 years, and continues 
today. THE WANTED will be an important, sweeping book, with intimate storytelling, and it will 
show how this invention, which began as a publicity stunt, changed American history. 
 
 

John Tayman is the author of the national bestseller The Colony, a narrative history of America’s only 
leper colony. It was named an Editor’s Pick by The New Yorker, The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, Los Angeles Times, Entertainment Weekly, Publishers Weekly, Amazon, NPR, and the American 
Booksellers Association. He was the founder of Byliner, deputy editor of Outside Magazine, editorial 
creative director of Men’s Health, editor-at- large of The New York Times Sports Magazine, Men’s Journal, 
and GQ, and technology editor of TIME.com. As a publisher, editor, and writer, he has been 
nominated for 19 National Magazine Awards. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

British: Ebury 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: Portuguese (in Brazil)/Intrinseca 
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Laurie Gelman 
 

CLASS MOM 

A Novel 
 

Publication: August 2017             Finished copies available 
Editor: Serena Jones  
 

Jen Dixon is not your typical Kansas City kindergarten class 
mom—or mom in general. Jen already has two college-age 
daughters by two different (she thinks) musicians, and it’s her 
second time around the class mom block with five-year-old Max—
this time with a husband and father on her side. Her best friend, 
who is also the PTA President, sees her as the “wisest” candidate 
for the job (or oldest), but not all of the other parents agree. From 
recording parents’ response times to her emails to suggesting 
someone bring “special” brownies for curriculum night, not all of 
Jen’s methods win approval from the other moms  
 

Relatable, irreverent, and hilarious in the spirit of Maria Semple, 
this is a fresh, welcome voice in fiction—the kind of novel that 
moms clamor for, and a vicarious thrill-read for all mothers, who 
will be laughing as they are liberated by Gelman’s acerbic truths. 
  
 

Laurie Gelman was born and raised in the Great White North. 
She spent twenty-five years as a broadcaster in both Canada and 
the United States before trying her hand at writing novels. Laurie 

lives in New York City with her husband, Michael Gelman, and two teenage daughters. CLASS MOM 
is her first book.  
 

Also forthcoming: Laurie’s second book, set in the same world as CLASS 
MOM, in August 2019. 

 
 
“Much as Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle exposed the seedy underside of the meatpacking industry, Class 

Mom exposes the underside of room parenting . . . But, unlike The Jungle, Gelman’s novel gives 
readers a lot to laugh about, including some very, very funny email . . . In the end, it’s impossible not 

to root for Jen as a fellow foot soldier in the guerrilla war against so-called perfect mothers.”  
—The New York Times Book Review 

 

“Don’t miss this hilarious send-up of parental politics.”—People, Best New Books 
 

“Gelman’s debut is a literary stand-up routine, and you might as well just give in: this woman is going 
to get a laugh out of you.”—Kirkus Reviews 

 

“Irreverent and hilarious” —The New York Post 
 

“Gelman’s debut draws a delightfully snarky character in Jen Dixon, kindergarten-class mom and 
purveyor of jaw-dropping but spot-on class updates . . . Snappy dialogue and quick pacing make this 

a fast and fun read . . . fans of Jen Lancaster and Maria Semple will love meeting Jen Dixon.”  
—Booklist 

 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: German/HarperCollins Germany, Hebrew/Keter Publishers 



 Henry Holt Fiction  

 

21 

 

 Justin Kuritzkes 
 

NORMAL PEOPLE 

A Novel 
 

Publication: June 2019                  Manuscript available May 2018 
Editor: Caroline Zancan 
 
This is a novel about fame.  Mega-fame. Teen idol, pop-star fame. The un-named narrator has been a 
sensation since he was twelve, when a video of him singing the national anthem went viral.  Now, ten 
years later, though his fame has only grown exponentially, certain existential doubts intrude.    
 
Haunted by the suicide of his father, who was also his manager during his early career, unsettled by the 
very different path his teenage love (and girl pop-star counterpart) “Mandy” has taken, and increasingly 
aware that he has signed on to something he has little power over – he begins to parse the meaning of 
freedom and the divide that separates him from the “normal people” of the world. 
 
The novel is written as if the narrator were sitting down to write his memoir. Kuritzkes, a playwright, 
captures the language of a generation while commenting on the philosophical and psychological 
impacts of fame. It’s deliciously pitch-perfect and way smarter than it has any right to be. There are 
some powerful, touching moments and the narrator’s ebullience and distinctive intelligence is 
irresistible.  A philosophical dimension might be the last thing you expect, but it’s a novel that raises 
some searching questions about life. 
 
Justin Kuritzkes, 27, is a rising young playwright and comedian in the NY theatre scene, with 
productions of his work at The New Group, JACK, Ars Nova and the Actors Theatre of Louisville. 
He is also something of a YouTube celebrity, where his channel of monologues and original pop tunes 
has 35,000 subscribers and over 6.5 million views. He’s been awarded residencies at Yaddo, the 
MacDowell Colony and the Edward Albee Foundation. He lives in New York. 
 
Justin’s YouTube channel sports almost 38,000 followers with his videos garnering over 3.65 million 
views. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

https://www.youtube.com/user/JustinKuritzkes/feed
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Mallory Ortberg 
 

THE MERRY SPINSTER 
Tales of Everyday Horror 

Publication: March 2018                     Finished copies available 
Editor: Libby Burton 

A Publisher’s Lunch Buzz Book 2018 
One of Publishers Weekly’s Most Anticipated Books of Spring 2018 

Named a “Most Anticipated Books of 2018” by Cosmo, Bustle, The Millions, Pajiba 

Adapted from the beloved “Children’s Stories Made Horrific” 
series, THE MERRY SPINSTER takes up the trademark wit 
that endeared Ortberg to readers of both The Toast and the best-
selling debut Texts From Jane Eyre. Sinister and inviting, familiar and 
alien all at the same time, THE MERRY SPINSTER updates 
traditional children's stories and fairy tales with elements of 
psychological horror, emotional clarity, and a keen sense of 
feminist mischief. Readers of The Toast will instantly recognize 
Ortberg’s boisterous good humor and uber-nerd swagger: those 
new to Ortberg’s oeuvre will delight in the collection’s unique spin 
on fiction, where something a bit unsettling is always at work just 
beneath the surface.  

Unfalteringly faithful to its beloved source material, THE 
MERRY SPINSTER also illuminates the unsuspected, and 
frequently, alarming emotional complexities at play in the stories 
we tell ourselves, and each other, as we tuck ourselves in for the 
night. Bed time will never be the same. 

Mallory Ortberg is the author of New York Times bestselling debut, Texts from Jane Eyre, and the co-
creator of The Toast, a general-interest website geared toward women, and has written for Gawker, 
New York Magazine, The Hairpin, and The Atlantic.  

"A wholly satisfying blend of silliness, feminist critique, and deft prose makes this a collection of 
bedtime stories that will keep you up at night for all the right reasons." —Kirkus Reviews (starred) 

 

"The book brings the shock of the new and the shock of recognition into play at the same time; it’s a 
tour de force of skill, daring, and hard-earned bravura." —Publishers Weekly (starred) 

 

"Dear Reader: It would, truthfully, be simplest to call the stories in THE MERRY SPINSTER 
‘retellings,’ but that word does not adequately capture their dark alchemy. Mallory Ortberg has 

created a Frankenstein’s monster of familiar narratives. . .[that swings] between Terry Pratchett’s 
satirical jocularity and Angela Carter’s sinister, shrewd storytelling, and the result is gorgeous, 

unsettling, splenic, cruel, and wickedly smart.”—Carmen Maria Machado, author of Her Body and 
Other Parties: Stories 

 

"A collection of stories delectable, formidable, and nimble. As a fantasist and short story writer, 
Mallory Ortberg is without peer." —Kelly Link, author of Get in Trouble 

 
 
 
 
 
 

British: Constable & Robinson 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold, TEXTS FROM JANE EYRE: British/Constable & Robinson, Portuguese (in 
Brazil)/Grupo Editorial Record 
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Helen Phillips  
SOME POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: Stories 

 

Publication: May 2016               Finished copies available 
Editor: Sarah Bowlin 
 
 

SOME POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS offers an idiosyncratic series 
of “What ifs”: What if your perfect hermaphrodite match existed 
on another planet? What if you could suddenly see through 
everybody's skin to their organs? What if you knew the exact date 
of your death? What if your city was filled with doppelgangers of 
you?  
 

Forced to navigate these bizarre scenarios, Phillips' characters 
search for solutions to the problem of how to survive in an 
irrational, infinitely strange world. In dystopias that are 
exaggerated versions of the world in which we live, these 
characters strive for intimacy and struggle to resolve their fraught 
relationships with each other, with themselves, and with their place 
in the natural world. We meet a wealthy woman who purchases a 
high-tech sex toy in the shape of a man, a rowdy, moody crew of 
college students who resolve the energy crisis, and orphaned twin 
sisters who work as futuristic strippers--and with Phillips' 
characteristic smarts and imagination, we see that no one is quite 
who they appear. 

 

By turns surreal, witty, and perplexing, these marvelous stories are ultimately a reflection of our own 
reality and of the big questions that we all face. Who are we? Where do we fit? Phillips is a true original 
and a treasure. 
 

 
Helen Phillips is the recipient of a Rona Jaffe Foundation Writer's Award, the Italo Calvino Prize and 
more. She is the author of the widely acclaimed The Beautiful Bureaucrat. Her work has appeared in Tin 
House, Electric Literature, and the New York Times. An assistant professor of creative writing at Brooklyn 
College, she lives in Brooklyn with her husband and children. 
 

“Some stories make you feel you're in the planned world of a conscientious architect, and others are 
more like wandering through someone else's dream. That Phillips can take us into her dreams 
without losing us in the fog is to her huge credit.....Parenthood is a subject especially suited to 

Phillips strange and profound gifts.” —The New York Times Book Review 
 

 

“I love Helen Phillips’s wild, brilliant, eccentric brain. Her vision flashes down like a lightning bolt 
into everyday terrors—having a baby, caring for a sick relative, raising a child in a city suffocating for 
lack of green space—but in a way so wonderfully awry that every single story in Some Possible Solutions 

has a freshness to it that comes as a shock to the reader’s system.” 
—Lauren Groff, author of Fates and Furies 

 
 

 

British: Pushkin Press 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: Chinese (Complex)/Faces Publications 
 

Rights sold, THE BEAUTIFUL BUREAUCRAT: British/Pushkin, Italian/Safara editore, 
Polish/Proszynski Media, Spanish/Ediciones Siruela 
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Andrew J. Bacevich  
 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
American History after “The End of History” 

 

Publication: September 2019                         Proposal available 
Editor: Sara Bershtel 
  

To Western observers, the fall of the Berlin Wall, signifying the collapse of the Soviet Empire, was the 
most important global event to have occurred since V-J Day ended World War II in 1945.  As one 
witness to these events wrote in The New Republic, “suddenly the world was stood on its head.”  To 
those witnessing and to those attempting to interpret the drama unfolding in Berlin (and elsewhere in 
Eastern Europe), history had abruptly and stunningly turned in the right direction – toward freedom, 
democracy, and mutual coexistence and away from tyranny, oppression, and division.  
 

The Cold War had ended.  With that, a new and more hopeful period of world history had begun.  
That, at least, was the unanimous verdict prevailing at the time.  In our present moment – after 9/11, 
in the midst of wars that never seem to end, with Donald Trump occupying the White House, and 
American politics in disarray – it has become difficult to recall the optimism that swept the world back 
in 1989. GREAT EXPECTATIONS will do just that, providing readers with an appreciation of why 
and how the post-Cold War era began on such an intoxicatingly hopeful note.  Only by recalling that 
mood does it become possible to understand all that ensued – the emergence of specific propositions 
related to foreign policy, political economy, culture, and the role of technology -- dubious propositions 
that reshaped American life and yielded unintended and problematic consequences that we confront 
today. 
 

The nation’s foremost critic of American foreign policy, Andrew Bacevich is emeritus professor of 
International Relations at Boston University, and the author of eight books, including three NY Times 
best sellers, The Limits of Power, Washington Rules and Breach of Trust. His most recent book is America’s 
War for the Greater Middle East. A prolific writer of magazine and website articles as well as a continuous 
stream of Op-Eds that appear in the New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles 
Times, Boston Globe, and more, Bacevich also appears regularly on NPR, PBS, and MSNBC. In 2004 
Bacevich was a Berlin Prize Fellowship at the American Academy and in 2005 he won the prestigious 
Lannan Prize for The Limits of Power, which was also longlisted for the National Book Award. 
 

Praise for America’s War for the Greater Middle East: 
 

“Thought-provoking, profane and fearless . . . [Andrew J.] Bacevich’s call for Americans to rethink 
their nation’s militarized approach to the Middle East is incisive, urgent and essential.” 

—The New York Times Book Review 
 

“Those familiar with Bacevich’s work will recognize the clarity of expression, the devastating 
directness and the coruscating wit that characterize the writing of one of the most articulate and 

incisive living critics of American foreign policy.” —The Washington Post 
 

“America’s War for the Greater Middle East is Mr. Bacevich’s magnum opus . . . A deft and rhythmic 
polemic aimed at America’s failures in the Middle East from the end of Jimmy Carter’s presidency to 

the present.” —Robert Kaplan, The Wall Street Journal 
 
 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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Pratap Chatterjee and Khalil  
 

VERAX 
The True History of Whistleblowers, Drone Warfare, and Mass 

Surveillance: A Graphic Novel 
 

Publication: October 2017                Finished copies available 
Editor: Riva Hocherman 
  
 

In a wholly original and engaging telling, VERAX ("truth-teller" 
and one of Edward Snowden's code names) recounts the full story 
of American electronic surveillance post 9/11, in brilliant comics 
form. We follow Pratap Chatterjee, journalist sleuth, as he dives into 
the world of mass surveillance and introduces its cast of characters: 
companies, users, government agencies, whistleblowers, journalists, 
and, in a leading role, the devices themselves. He explains the 
complex ways governments follow the movements and interactions 
of individuals and countries, whether by tracking the players of 
Angry Birds, deploying "Stingrays" to listen in on phone calls, or 
weaponizing programs to remotely guide the U.S. missiles used in 
drone killings. He chronicles the complicity of corporations like 
Apple, Verizon, and Google, and the daring of the journalists and 
whistleblowers—from Snowden to the lesser-known NSA Four—
who made sure that the world would know. Finally, he gives a 
prognosis for the future of mass surveillance, and for the fate of 
those who resist it. 

 

Condensing the broad, complex history of 21st-century surveillance into a compact and vivid work, 
VERAX is a valuable contribution that is certain to last. 
  

Pratap Chatterjee is the author of Halliburton’s Army and Iraq, Inc. An investigative reporter for the 
last 25 years, he has won awards from the National Newspaper Association, the National Network of 
Community Broadcasters, the Overseas Press Club of America, and the International Consortium for 
Investigative Journalists, as well as five Project Censored awards. His articles have appeared in the 
Financial Times, the Guardian, the Independent, the Village Voice, and the New Republic, among other 
publications. He has also produced TV reports for Channel Four TV in the UK and Democracy Now! 
in the US. A winner of the Lannan Cultural Freedom Award, he serves on the board of Amnesty 
International. 
  

Khalil is the coauthor of Zahra’s Paradise, a New York Times bestselling graphic novel that has been 
published in 16 languages worldwide and nominated for two Eisner awards. His political cartoons have 
been published by the New York Times, USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, and other major newspapers, 
and his work is distributed to over 2,000 publications nationwide.  
 

“[A] pointed examination of the controversies and ethical quandaries of drone warfare and the 
surveillance state. Khalil’s sketchy figures fall somewhere between caricature and realism, while the 

diagrams scattered throughout help clarify the tech-heavy narrative. [Chatterjee] also devotes a 
chapter to the state of surveillance intel under Trump, including the disastrous January 2017 raid and 

drone strike in Yemen and the increase in strikes since Trump has taken office, ensuring the 
continued relevance of this troubling work.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review) 

 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold: Spanish/Salamandra 
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Noam Chomsky & David Barsamian 
 

GLOBAL DISCONTENTS 
Conversations on the Rising Threats to Democracy 

 

Publication: October 2017                          Finished copies available 
Editor: Sara Bershtel    
 

In wide-ranging interviews with David Barsamian, his longtime 
interlocutor, Noam Chomsky asks us to consider “the world we are 
leaving to our grandchildren”: one imperiled by the escalation of 
climate change and the growing potential for nuclear war. If the 
current system is incapable of dealing with these threats, he argues, 
it’s up to us to radically change it.  
 

These ten interviews, conducted from 2013 to 2016, examine the 
latest developments around the globe: the devastation of Syria, the 
reach of state surveillance, growing anger over economic inequality, 
the place of religion in American political culture, and the bitterly 
contested 2016 U.S. presidential election. In personal reflections on 
his Philadelphia childhood and his 87th birthday, Chomsky describes 
his own intellectual journey and the development of his 
uncompromising stance as America’s premier dissident intellectual. 
 

Noam Chomsky is the author of numerous bestselling political 
works, including Hegemony or Survival and Failed States. A professor 
emeritus of linguistics and philosophy at MIT, he is widely credited 
with having revolutionized modern linguistics. He lives outside 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

 

David Barsamian, director of the award-winning and widely syndicated Alternative Radio, is a winner of 
the Lannan Foundation's Cultural Freedom Fellowship and the ACLU's Upton Sinclair Award for 
independent journalism. He lives in Boulder, Colorado. 
 
 

“Chomsky’s book is . . . a polemic designed to awaken Americans from complacency. America, in his 
view, must be reined in, and he makes the case with verve . . . We should understand it as a plea to end 

American hypocrisy, to introduce a more consistently principled dimension to American relations with the 
world, and, instead of assuming American benevolence, to scrutinize critically how the US government 

actually exercises its still-unmatched power.” —New York Review of Books 
 

“Chomsky is a global phenomenon. . . . He may be the most widely read American voice on foreign policy 
on the planet.” —The New York Times Book Review 

 

“The dean of left-wing American public intellectuals surveys the current scene and despairs . . . With 
numerous historical references and his trademark mix of wit, sarcasm, invective, insight, and 

wrongheadedness.” —Kirkus Reviews 
 
 

British: Hamish Hamilton | Translation: Henry Holt 
Rights sold: Bulgarian/Bard Publishers, Croatian/Naklada Ljevak, Italian/Ponte Alle Grazie, 

Korean/Changbi Media, Spanish/Editorial Sexto Piso 
 

Rights sold, WHO RULES THE WORLD: Albanian/Botart, Arabic/Dar Al Kitab Al Arabi, 
British/Hamish Hamilton, Bulgarian/Bard Publishers, Chinese (Complex)/China Times, Chinese 

(Simplified)/ Beijing Times, Croatian/Naklada Ljevak, Czech/Karolinium, Dutch/EPO, 
Finnish/Sammakko, French/Lux Editeur, German/Ullstein, Greek/Patakis, Indonesian/Bentang 

Pustaka, Italian/Ponte Alle Grazie, Japanese/ Kodansha Ltd, Korean/Sejong Books, 
Macedonian/ARS Lamina, Portuguese (in Brazil)/Crítica, Portuguese (in Portugal)/Presença, 

Romanian/Grup Media Litera, Russian/Ripol Classic, Serbian/Akademska Knjiga, 
Slovenian/Modrijan Zalozba, Spanish/Ediciones B, Turkish/Inkilap Kitabevi
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Thomas Frank 
 

RENDEZVOUS WITH OBLIVION 
Essays 

 

Publication: June 2018            Manuscript available 
Editor: Sara Bershtel  
 

From the acclaimed author of Listen, Liberal and What’s the Matter with 
Kansas, a scathing collection of his incisive commentary on our cruel 
times—perfect for this political moment. What does a middle-class 
democracy look like when it comes apart? When, after forty years of 
economic triumph, America’s winners persuade themselves that they 
owe nothing to the rest of the country? 

With his sharp eye for detail, Thomas Frank takes us on a wide-
ranging tour through present-day America, showing us a society in 
the late stages of disintegration and describing the worlds of both 
the winners and the losers—the sprawling mansion districts as well 
as the lives of fast-food workers. 

RENDEZVOUS WITH OBLIVION is a collection of 
interlocking essays examining how inequality has manifested itself in 
our cities, in our jobs, in the way we travel—and of course in our 
politics, where in 2016, millions of anxious ordinary people rallied to 
the presidential campaign of a billionaire who meant them no good. 

These accounts of folly and exploitation are here brought together in a single volume unified by Frank’s 
distinctive voice, sardonic wit, and anti-orthodox perspective. They capture a society where every status 
signifier is hollow, where the allure of mobility is just another con game, and where rebellion too often 
yields nothing. 

For those who despair of the future of our country and of reason itself, RENDEZVOUS WITH 
OBLIVION is a booster shot of energy, reality, and moral outrage. 

 

Thomas Frank is the author of Listen, Liberal, Pity the Billionaire, The Wrecking Crew, and What's the 
Matter with Kansas? A former columnist for The Wall Street Journal and Harper's, Frank is the founding 
editor of The Baffler and writes regularly for The Guardian. He lives outside Washington, D.C. 

 
Also forthcoming: CREATIVE DESTRUCTION in Winter 2021! 

 
Praise for Thomas Frank’s Pity the Billionaire: 

 
“Thomas Frank is the thinking person’s Michael Moore.” —The New York Times Book Review 

 

“An invaluable voice . . . Pity the Billionaire is further evidence that Frank is as good as any writer 
working today. ”—San Francisco Chronicle 

 

British: Scribe UK 
Translation: Henry Holt 

 

Rights sold, LISTEN LIBERAL: British/Scribe, French/Editions Agone, 
German/Kunstmann, Korean/Open Books 
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Caroline Fraser 
 

PRAIRIE FIRES 
 The American Dreams of Laura Ingalls Wilder 

 
Publication: November 2017                           Finished copies available 
Editor: Sara Bershtel 
 

National Book Critics Circle 2017 Book Award in Biography 
A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of the Year 

One of Boston Globe Best Books of the Year 
Shortlisted for Mark Lynton History Prize from Columbia Journalism School 

 

Millions of readers of Little House on the Prairie believe they 
know Laura Ingalls—the pioneer girl who survived blizzards 
and near-starvation on the Great Plains, and the woman who 
wrote the famous autobiographical books. But the true story 
of her life has never been fully told. Now, drawing on 
unpublished manuscripts, letters, diaries, and land and 
financial records, Caroline Fraser—the editor of the Library of 
America edition of the Little House series—masterfully fills in 
the gaps in Wilder’s biography, setting the record straight 
regarding charges of ghostwriting that have swirled around the 
books and uncovering the grown-up story behind the most 
influential childhood epic of pioneer life.  
 

Set against nearly a century of epochal change, from the 
Homestead Act and the Indian Wars to the Dust Bowl and the 
Great Depression, Wilder’s dramatic life provides a unique 
perspective on American history and our national mythology 
of self-reliance. Offering fresh insight and new discoveries 
about Wilder’s life and times, PRAIRIE FIRES is the 
definitive book about Wilder and her world. 
 

Caroline Fraser’s first book, God's Perfect Child: Living and Dying in the Christian Science Church, was 
selected as a New York Times Book Review Notable Book and a Los Angeles Times Book Review Best Book. 
Her second book, Rewilding the World: Dispatches from the Conservation Revolution, was named one of Library 
Journal’s best science and technology titles of the year. She is the editor of the Library of America’s 
two-volume edition of Wilder’s novels and her writing has appeared in The New Yorker, The New York 
Review of Books, and Outside magazine, among others. She lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

 
 

“An absorbing new biography [that] deserves recognition as an essential text . . . For anyone who has 
drifted into thinking of Wilder’s ‘Little House’ books as relics of a distant and irrelevant past, 

reading Prairie Fires will provide a lasting cure . . . Meanwhile, ‘Little House’ devotees will appreciate 
the extraordinary care and energy Fraser brings to uncovering the details of a life that has been 

expertly veiled by myth.” —The New York Times Book Review (front page) 
 

 “Magnificent . . . A remarkable, noteworthy biography of an American literary icon. It will captivate 
Little House fans as well as anyone looking to understand ‘the perpetual hard winter’ of life in 

frontier times.” 
—USA Today 

 

British: Fleet (Little, Brown) 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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Greg Grandin 
 

THE WALL 
The Meaning of the Border in the New America 

 
 

Publication: February 2019                          Manuscript available June 2018 
Editor: Sara Bershtel            
  
From this nation’s very inception, the idea of an open and ever-expanding frontier has been the central 
metaphor of American identity, a symbol of a future of endless promise, and the foundation of 
America’s belief in itself as an exceptional nation—democratic, individualistic, forward-looking. Today, 
though, America has a new metaphor: the border wall.  
 
In this original revision of Frederick Jackson’s influential 1893 essay “The Significance of the Frontier in 
American History,” Greg Grandin explores a remarkable reversal in the country’s sense of itself.  
Whereas America’s constant expansion in the twentieth century, fighting wars and opening markets, 
served as what Turner called a “gate of escape,” helping to deflect domestic economic and political 
conflicts outward, the combined catastrophe of our never-ending war in the Middle East and the 
financial meltdown slammed this gate shut, bringing political passions that had long been directed 
outward back home.  It is in this inward turn that Grandin finds the sources of the conservative 
populism and racist nationalism, the extreme anger and polarization directed simultaneously at elites 
and foreigners that in 2016 catapulted Donald Trump to the presidency.   
 
The border wall may or may not be built, but it will survive as a rallying point, an allegorical tombstone 
marking the end of American Exceptionalism. 
 

Greg Grandin is the author of Fordlandia, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, 
and the National Book Critics Circle Award. He writes regularly for The Nation. A Professor of History 
at New York University, Grandin has published a number of other award-winning books, including 
Empire's Workshop, The Last Colonial Massacre, The Blood of Guatemala, Kissinger's Shadow, and The Empire of 
Necessity, which won the Bancroft Prize in American History. 
 
 

Praise for Greg Grandin: 
 

“Grandin is one of a blessedly expanding group of gifted American historians who assume that 
whatever moral the story of the past may yield, it must be a story well told.” —Los Angeles Times 

 

“Greg Grandin is one of the best of a new generation of historians who have rediscovered the art of 
writing for both serious scholars and general readers.” —Debby Applegate, Pulitzer Prize-winning 

author of The Most Famous Man in America: The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher 
 

“Scholarship at its best . . . Compelling, brilliant, and necessary.” —Toni Morrison 
 

 

 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 

Rights sold, KISSINGER’S SHADOW: Chinese (Simplified)/Xinhua Publishing House, 
German/Verlag C.H. Beck, Portuguese (in Brazil)/Editora Rocco, Romanian/Grup Media Litera
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Corey Pein 
 

LIVE WORK WORK WORK DIE 
A Journey into the Savage Heart of Silicon Valley 

 
 

Publication: April 2018                                 Finished copies available 
Editor: Connor Guy            
  

At the height of the startup boom, journalist Corey Pein set out 
for Silicon Valley with little more than a smartphone and his wits. 
His goal: to learn how such an overhyped industry could possibly 
sustain itself as long as it has. Determined to cut through the 
clichés of big tech—the relentless optimism, the incessant 
repetition of vacuous buzzwords—Pein decided that he would 
need to take an approach as unorthodox as the companies he 
would soon be covering. To truly understand the delirious reality 
of a Silicon Valley entrepreneur, he knew, he would have to 
inhabit that perspective—he would have to become an 
entrepreneur.  
 

Thus he begins his journey—skulking through gimmicky tech 
conferences, pitching his over-the-top business ideas to investors, 
and interviewing a cast of outrageous characters: cyborgs and con 
artists, Teamsters and transhumanists, jittery hackers and naive 
upstart programmers whose entire lives are managed by their 
employers—who work endlessly and obediently, never thinking 
to question their place in the system. 

 

In showing us this frantic world, Pein challenges the positive self-image that the tech tycoons have 
crafted—as benevolent creators of wealth and opportunity—to reveal their self-justifying views and 
their insidious visions for the future. Vivid and incisive, LIVE WORK WORK WORK DIE is a 
troubling portrait of a self-obsessed industry bent on imposing its disturbing visions on the rest of us. 
 
 

Corey Pein is a regular contributor to The Baffler, where he writes a column and hosts the podcast 
“News from Nowhere.” A longtime investigative reporter and former staff writer for the Willamette 
Week, he has also written for Slate, Salon, Foreign Policy, The American Prospect, and the Columbia Journalism 
Review, among other publications. He lives in Portland, Oregon. 
 

“All praise to Corey Pein for jumping headfirst into the cesspool of Silicon Valley and returning 
without having lost his mind or sold his soul. His reports from the front lines of the startup frenzy 

are hilarious and terrifying in turn. While all eyes are glued on President Trump, a shortsighted, 
hubristic, and downright reactionary techno-oligarchy (and the army of sycophants and wannabes 

they’ve inspired) aims to amass a fortune at the cost of the common good. Unfortunately, there’s no 
app that can save us. But this book can at least wake us up to the dystopian future currently under 

construction.” —Astra Taylor, author of The People’s Platform 
 

 

 
British: Henry Holt 

Translation: Henry Holt 
Rights sold: Chinese/CITIC Press Corporation, Polish/Jagiellonian University Press 



Metropolitan Books 

33 

 

Corey Robin 
 

THE ENIGMA OF CLARENCE THOMAS 
 

Publication: March 2019                      Manuscript available June 2018 
Editor: Connor Guy            
  

Most people can tell you two things about Clarence Thomas: Anita 
Hill accused him of sexual harassment, and he almost never speaks 
from the bench. Here are some things they don’t know: Until 
Thomas went to law school, he was a black nationalist. In college he 
memorized the speeches of Malcolm X. He believes white people 
are incurably racist.  

 

In the first analysis of its kind, Corey Robin—one of the foremost 
analysts of the right—delves deeply into both Thomas’s biography 
and his jurisprudence, masterfully reading his Supreme Court 
opinions against the backdrop of his autobiographical and political 
writings and speeches. The hidden source of Thomas’s conservative 
views, Robin argues, is a profound skepticism that racism can be 
overcome. Thomas is convinced that any government action on 
behalf of African-Americans will be tainted by this racism, and that 
the most African-Americans can hope for is that white people will 
get out of their way.  

 

There’s a reason, Robin concludes, why liberals often complain that Thomas doesn’t speak but seldom 
pay attention when he does. Were they to listen, they’d hear a racial pessimism that sounds shockingly 
similar to their own. Cutting across the ideological spectrum, this unacknowledged consensus about 
the impossibility of progress is key to understanding today’s political stalemate. 
 

Corey Robin is the author of The Reactionary Mind: Conservatism from Edmund Burke to Sarah Palin and 
Fear: The History of a Political Idea. He teaches political science at Brooklyn College and the CUNY 
Graduate Center. Robin’s writing has appeared in The New York Times, Harper’s, the London Review of 
Books, and The Nation, among other publications, and has been translated into eleven languages. He 
lives in Brooklyn, New York. 
 
 
 

Praise for The Reactionary Mind: 
 

“The book that predicted Trump.” —The New Yorker 
 

“One of the more influential political works of the last decade... Robin is a synthesizer and a brilliant 
and ruthless diviner of the hidden wellsprings of absolutely everything.”  

—The Washington Monthly 
 

“Robin is an engaging writer, and just the kind of broad-ranging public intellectual all too often 
missing in academic political science... Robin’s arguments deserve widespread attention.”  

—The New Republic 
 

“A groundbreaking book.”  
—Rolling Stone 

 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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Michael Sfard 
 

THE WALL AND THE GATE 
Israel, Palestine, and the Legal Battle for Human Rights 

 

 
Publication: January 2018                   Finished copies available  
Editor: Riva Hocherman 

 
A farmer from a village in the occupied West Bank, cut off from his olive 
groves by the construction of Israel’s controversial separation wall, asked 
Israeli human rights lawyer Michael Sfard to petition the courts to allow 
a gate to be built in the wall. While the gate would provide immediate 
relief for the farmer, would it not also confer legitimacy on the wall and 
on the court that deems it legal? The defense of human rights is often 
marked by such ethical dilemmas, which are especially acute in Israel, 
where lawyers have for decades sought redress for the abuse of 
Palestinian rights in the country’s High Court—that is, in the court of 
the abuser. 
 

In THE WALL AND THE GATE, Michael Sfard chronicles this 
struggle—a story that has never before been fully told— and in the 
process engages the core principles of human rights legal ethics. Sfard 
recounts the unfolding of key cases and issues, ranging from confiscation 
of land, deportations, the creation of settlements, punitive home 
demolitions, torture, and targeted killings—all actions considered 
violations of international law. In the process, he lays bare the reality of 

the occupation and the lives of the people who must contend with that reality. He also exposes the surreal 
legal structures that have been erected to put a stamp of lawfulness on an extensive program of 
dispossession. Finally, he weighs the success of the legal effort, reaching conclusions that are no less 
paradoxical than the fight itself.  
 

Writing with emotional force, vivid storytelling, and penetrating analysis, Michael Sfard offers a radically 
new perspective on a much-covered conflict and a subtle, painful reckoning with the moral ambiguities 
inherent in the pursuit of justice. THE WALL AND THE GATE is a signal contribution to everyone 
concerned with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and human rights everywhere. 
 

Michael Sfard, Israel’s leading human rights lawyer, was educated at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
and University College, London. A former conscientious objector, he received the Emil Grunzweig Human 
Rights Award and an Open Society Fellowship. Sfard has also taught human rights law and his writing on 
the subject has appeared in the New York Times, Haaretz, The Independent, and Foreign Policy. He lives in Tel 
Aviv. 
 

“A book of immense courage, power, and humanity.” —Philippe Sands, author of East West Street 

 

“At a time of surging ethnic nationalism, the legal struggle to prevent injustice against Palestinians is 
especially difficult. Michael Sfard is at the forefront of this struggle and his account is both a compelling 

story and an important contribution to understanding how battles for human rights are fought in the 
courts.” —Aryeh Neier, former executive director of the ACLU 

 

“The Wall and the Gate grapples candidly with the dilemma of working within Israel’s courts to achieve 
some modicum of justice for the occupation’s victims while knowing that doing so reinforces a system of 

injustice. It is essential reading.” —Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch 

 
British: Henry Holt 

  Translation: Henry Holt 
Rights sold: French/Editions Zulma 
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Jeffrey Veidlinger 
 

THE HOLOCAUST BEFORE HITLER 
Pogroms and the Roots of European Genocide of the Jews 

 

Publication: October 2019                   Proposal available  
Editor: Sara Bershtel            
  
THE HOLOCAUST BEFORE HITLER is a fascinating new look at the sources and causes of the 
Holocaust, particularly the slaughter of over 100,000 Jews in the Ukraine during the Russian Civil War 
of 1917-1921. The Holocaust is rarely associated with the actual genocidal violence perpetrated against 
Jews in the wake of the Russian Revolution; a largely forgotten story, even in the many Holocaust 
museums and textbooks. 
  
Veidlinger’s groundbreaking work illuminates how the Russian Civil War created the preconditions for 
the genocidal violence that took place in the same towns and against the same people twenty-two years 
later. It explores the dynamics of genocide and the ideologies of hatred by dissecting the frenzied anti-
Jewish violence that predated the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union through the voices of townsfolk. 
He uses tens of thousands of pages of witness testimony, along with his own oral history interviews 
with Ukrainian pogrom survivors, to investigate how so many different groups of people came to the 
same conclusion: that killing Jews was an acceptable response to their disparate predicaments. THE 
HOLOCAUST BEFORE HITLER asks not only why Germans, Poles and Ukrainians killed Jews, 
but also why one group—any group—would suddenly seek to physically exterminate another group. 
  
Jeffrey Veidlinger is the son of a Holocaust survivor and the Director of the Frankel Center for Judaic 
Studies at the University of Michigan, where he also serves as the Joseph Brodsky Collegiate Professor 
of History and Judaic Studies. Veidlinger is the author of three award-winning books: The Moscow State 
Yiddish Theater: Jewish Culture on the Soviet Stage, winner of the National Jewish Book Award, Jewish Public 
Culture in the Late Russian Empire, winner of the J. I. Segal Prize, and In the Shadow of the Shtetl: Small Town 
Jewish Life in Soviet Ukraine, winner of the Canadian Jewish Book Award. Widely recognized as the 
leading scholar of the Holocaust and Jewish Studies, Veidlinger serves as the Vice-President of the 
Association for Jewish Studies and the Associate Chair of the Academic Advisory Committee to the 
Center for Jewish History and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

British: Macmillan UK 
Canadian: HarperCollins Canada 

Translation: Henry Holt 
Rights sold: Dutch/Het Spectrum, German/Beck, Italian/Rizzoli 
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Heidi Waleson 

 

MAD SCENES AND EXIT ARIAS 
The Death of the New York City Opera and the Future of 

Culture in America 
 

Publication: October 2018           Manuscript available 
Editor: Connor Guy 
 

In October 2013, the arts world was rocked by the news that the 
New York City Opera—“the people’s opera,” as New York mayor 
Fiorello Laguardia famously called it—had filed for bankruptcy after 
70 years. The company had long been a fixture on the national opera 
scene—as the populist antithesis of the grand Metropolitan Opera, 
a nurturing home for young American talent, and a place where new, 
lively ideas shook up a venerable art form. But NYCO’s demise 
represented more than the loss of a cherished organization: it was a 
harbinger of massive upheaval in the performing arts—and a 
warning about how cultural institutions would need to change in 
order to survive. 
 
Drawing on extensive research and reporting, longtime Wall Street 
Journal opera critic Heidi Waleson recounts the history of this 
scrappy company, and places the narrative of its rise and fall in the 
larger context of American opera, past and future. Along the way, 
she reveals how, for the company’s entire existence, it precariously 
balanced an ambitious artistic program on fragile financial supports, 

and how its identity as the “anti-Met” proved to be both its defining strength and its fatal weakness. 
As Waleson shows, NYCO’s leaders fought desperately during its final decade to stay one step ahead 
of changing times, making a series of calamitous decisions. Finally, Waleson looks forward and 
considers some better-managed, more visionary opera companies that have taken City Opera’s lessons 
to heart.  
 
Above all, MAD SCENES AND EXIT ARIAS is a story of money, ego, changes in institutional 
identity, competing forces of populism and elitism, and the ongoing debate about the role of the arts 
in society.  It serves as a detailed case study not only for an American arts organization, but also for 
the sustainability and management of nonprofit organizations across the country. 
 
Heidi Waleson has been the opera critic of the Wall Street Journal for 25 years. In addition to her 
regular criticism, her work has also focused more broadly on the changing profiles of musical 
institutions, new models for opera presentation, and the broader significance of opera and culture. She 
is a faculty member of the Rubin Institute for Music Criticism at the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music. 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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Leana Wen  
 

DOCTOR FOR THE CITY 
A Young Woman’s Journey on the Frontlines of Drugs, Disease, 

Prejudice, and Politics 
 

Publication: October 2019             Manuscript available January 2019 
Editor: Riva Hocherman 
  
 

In her day job, Dr. Leana Wen is the health commissioner of the City of Baltimore, one hailed as an 
innovator in her field, particularly in coping with the opioid crisis. DOCTOR FOR THE CITY is a 
breakthrough memoir about a young woman's journey from immigrant living in poverty to a leader on 
a national stage.  
 
Eight year-old Leana and her parents arrived in the US as refugees, with less than $40 to their name.  
Five years later, at the age of 13, Leana entered college.  At 18, she began medical school.  She would 
go on to win the Rhodes scholarship, serve as a patient and community advocate, work as an emergency 
physician, and at 31, become the youngest commissioner of a major city health department in America. 
Three months into her new job, following the death of Freddie Gray, Baltimore erupted into chaos.  
Civil unrest was not something she'd trained for, but those events-and the others she chronicles here-
made an indelible impression. Since then, Leana Wen has been a visible and outspoken presence on 
the front lines of just about every hot-button issue in America, from the opioid crisis to gun violence, 
infectious disease to income inequality.  As a young minority woman in a world dominated by old white 
guys, she has a unique perspective. 
 

Wen chronicles her childhood in inner-city LA, the violence and illness that were the status quo in 
Compton, her determination to become an emergency physician-a doctor who would turn no one 
away, regardless of money or immigration status-and her growing realization that her patients require 
more than the life-saving interventions that even the best ER can offer. In order to truly improve 
healthcare, it became increasingly clear that she must tackle the systemic issues of the body politic. 
From Shanghai to Compton, Oxford to Baltimore, DOCTOR FOR THE CITY leads the reader on 
an improbably and uniquely American journey; it's a moving story of an-immigrant-made-good, but it 
also offers an unflinching look at the forces that undermine our country.  Against the prevailing current 
of xenophobia, sexism and the rollback of programs that protect the most vulnerable, Leana Wen has 
penned a powerful counter-narrative and a call to action (one aimed especially at her own generation 
of millennials).   
 
Leana Wen’s TED talk “What Your Doctor Won't Disclose” has been viewed more than 1.6 million 
times. She is regularly featured on NPR, CNN, The New York Times, The Washington Post, and USA 
Today, among others. 
 
 
 
 
 

British: Henry Holt 
Translation: Henry Holt 
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