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JANUARY 2017 

 

NEW YORK, April 7, 2016 – LETTERS TO A YOUNG MUSLIM by United Arab Emirates Ambassador to 

Russia Omar Saif Ghobash will see simultaneous transatlantic publication January 3, 2017. The book, 

being edited by Karen Wolny of St. Martin’s Press, will be published in hardcover in the U.S. by Picador 

USA, Picador UK and Rowohlt in Germany. An indispensable book for our time, LETTERS TO A YOUNG 

MUSLIM will be a bold, personal narrative exploring what it means to be a Muslim in the 21
st

 century. 

 

Omar Saif Ghobash was born in 1971 in the United Arab Emirates to an Arab father and a Russian 

mother. After a traumatizing experience losing his father to a violent attack in 1977, when he was only 

six years old, Ghobash began to realize the severe violence that surrounded him in the Arab world. This 

book is the result of the personal exploration Ghobash went through in the years after his father’s 

death, but is written from the vantage point as the father of two growing sons.  

 

Ambassador Ghobash brings wide-ranging experience and a fascinating perspective to bear in this, his 

first book. He studied law at Oxford and math at the University of London; he sponsors the Saif 

Ghobash–Banipal Prize for Arabic Literary Translation and is one of the founders of the International 

Prize for Arabic Fiction in collaboration with the Booker Prize in London; a citizen of the world, he speaks 

5 languages. He is uniquely capable of writing this necessary book, in which he reflects on what it means 

to be a Muslim today and offers thought-provoking advice for navigating an evolving global landscape. 

As Ambassador Ghobash sees it, the new generation of Muslims is tomorrow’s leadership, and yet many 

are vulnerable to taking the violent shortcut to paradise and ignoring the traditions and foundations of 



Islam. The vital question, Ghobash argues, is how moderate Muslims will unite and find a voice that is 

true to Islam while actively and productively engaging in the modern world. Written loosely as informal 

letters to his two sons, from his perspective both as a father and as an experienced diplomat, LETTERS 

TO A YOUNG MUSLIM will be a short and highly-readable manifesto that tackles a vital problem in 

search for a better tomorrow. 

 

For foreign rights inquiries: please contact Devon Mazzone (devon.mazzone@fsgbooks.com) or Amber 

Hoover (amber.hoover@fsgbooks.com). 

 

About Picador USA 

Since its launch in 1995, Picador has rapidly established itself as one of the leading trade imprints for 

fiction and nonfiction in the United States. In addition to publishing original titles in hardcover, 

paperback original, and eBook, Picador is the literary trade paperback imprint for Macmillan, publishing 

paperbacks from Farrar Straus & Giroux, Henry Holt & Co., and St. Martin’s Press. www.picadorusa.com 

 

About Pan Macmillan 

Pan Macmillan is the UK general book publishing arm of the Macmillan Group, which operates in over 70 

countries. Its imprints include Macmillan, Mantle, Pan, Picador, Bluebird, Boxtree, Sidgwick & Jackson, 

Bello, Tor, Macmillan Children's Books, Campbell Books, Macmillan New Writing and Macmillan Digital 

Audio. Pan Macmillan was named Publisher of the Year at The Bookseller Industry Awards in May 2015. 

www.panmacmillan.com 

 

About Macmillan  

Macmillan Publishers is a global trade book publishing company with prominent imprints around the 

world. Macmillan publishes a broad range of award-winning books for children and adults in all 

categories and formats. Macmillan US publishers include Farrar, Straus and Giroux, Flatiron Books, 

Henry Holt & Company, Macmillan Audio, Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group, Picador, St. Martin’s 

Press and Tor Books. In the UK, Australia, India and South Africa, Macmillan publishes under the Pan 

Macmillan name. The German company, Holtzbrinck Deutsche Buchverlage, includes among its imprints 



S. Fischer, Kiepenheuer and Witsch, Rowohlt and Droemer Knaur. Macmillan Publishers is a division of 

the Holtzbrinck Publishing Group, a large family-owned media company headquartered in Stuttgart, 

Germany. www.macmillan.com 


